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INTRODUCTION

or Wesleyans and Methodists of all kinds, the Bible has always been central.
F Like the breath that gives life, John and Charles Wesley, our eighteenth-centu-

ry ancestors in the faith, inhaled and exhaled the words of Scripture. Patterns
of biblical teaching shaped their thoughts, beliefs, feelings, and behavior. Reading,
studying, pondering, memorizing, reciting, teaching, and proclaiming Scripture—for
our movement these are essential means of grace. Through our ongoing engagement
with the Bible, we hear God’s voice, share in God’s grace, and become more like Jesus
Christ. The Wesley Study Bible is a gift to aid you as you experience and put into prac-

tice God’s good gift of discipleship.

The Wesley Study Bible provides three kinds of resources to help you understand the
biblical roots of our faith and grasp its significance for your daily life as a follower of
Christ. First, biblical scholars, all members of the wider Wesleyan-Methodist family,
assist the reader in following the flow of the text and highlight issues that are impor-
tant to our Wesleyan heritage. These notes are found at the bottom of each page of
the Bible. Second, a group of persons with deep knowledge of the Wesleys and the
Wesleyan tradition enable us to understand our faith and heritage. These notes appear
in some two hundred sidebars focused on key terms, like Acts of Mercy, Prevenient
Grace, Baptism, and Lay Leadership. Reading these is like taking a short course on
essential elements of our faith as Wesleyan Methodists. Third, a number of key pas-
tors provide notes to help readers live out their Wesleyan faith. The central goal of
these tools is the formation of Christians—followers of Jesus—whose daily lives are
marked by holy love and faithful living.

Contributors to the Wesley Study Bible cross the spectrum of churches that trace their
roots to the Wesleys. These Christian leaders recognize our common heritage and our
common need for formation as the people called Methodists.

We need to £now who we are. Even more, we need to be who we are. Therefore, we
offer the Wesley Study Bible to the people called Methodist across the world, trusting
that it will serve as God’s instrument to help us be clear about who we are, shape us
as people going on to perfection, and encourage us to live lives that truly reflect our

faith in Christ.

Joel B. Green
General Editor

X1



The Letter of

JAMES

hile discussing those NT writings he regarded as central to the
g N / gospel, Martin Luther dismissed the Letter of James as “an epistle
of straw” (Preface to the New Iestament [1545]). For John Wesley,
however, this small letter was central for Christian faith and life. In his journal,
he described James as a remedy against the general temptation of leaving off
good works in order to increase faith (Works, June 5, 1741). Elsewhere, Wesley
observed that, when James wrote his letter, “That grand pest of Christianity, a
faith without works, was spread far and wide; filling the Church with a ‘wis-
dom from beneath,” which was ‘earthly, sensual, devilish,” and which gave rise,
not only to rash judging and evil speaking, but to ‘envy, strife, confusion, and
every evil work’” (Sermon 61: “The Mystery of Iniquity,” §19).

The Letter of James has a heightened emphasis on Christian identity
borne out of concern with the hardships of life as pilgrims in a foreign land.
James refers to his audience as “the twelve tribes in the Dispersion” (1:1).
“Twelve tribes” calls to mind the end-time restoration of the scattered people
of Israel, whereas “Dispersion” suggests experiences of alienation and home-
lessness. The result is an unsettled status in the world. As the second-century
Epistle to Diognetus puts it, “Christians...live in their respective countries, but
only as resident aliens; they participate in all things as citizens, and they
endure all things as foreigners. Every foreign territory is a homeland for them,
every homeland foreign territory” (5:1-14). We should not be surprised, then,
that James’s instruction centers on problems related to the status of believers
in the world, the pressures and challenges of living in exile, and the identity

of God’s people.



18 THE LETTER OF JAMES 1:1-17

Salutation

James, a servant? of God and of the Lord Jesus
Christ,

To the twelve tribes in the Dispersion:

Greetings.

Faith and Wisdom

2 My brothers and sisters,” whenever you face trials
of any kind, consider it nothing but joy, *because you
know that the testing of your faith produces endurance;
%and let endurance have its full effect, so that you may
be mature and complete, lacking in nothing.

5 If any of you is lacking in wisdom, ask God, who
gives to all generously and ungrudgingly, and it will be
given you. °But ask in faith, never doubting, for the
one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, driven and
tossed by the wind; 7®for the doubter, being double-
minded and unstable in every way, must not expect to
receive anything from the Lord.

Poverty and Riches

9 Let the believer® who is lowly boast in being raised
up, %and the rich in being brought low, because the

rich will disappear like a flower in the field. 'For the
sun rises with its scorching heat and withers the field;
its flower falls, and its beauty perishes. It is the same
way with the rich; in the midst of a busy life, they will
wither away.

Trial and Temptation

12 Blessed is anyone who endures temptation. Such
a one has stood the test and will receive the crown of
life that the Lord” has promised to those who love him.
3No one, when tempted, should say, “I am being
tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil
and he himself tempts no one. “But one is tempted by
one’s own desire, being lured and enticed by it; Pthen,
when that desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin,
and that sin, when it is fully grown, gives birth to
death. °Do not be deceived, my beloved.”

17 Every generous act of giving, with every perfect
gift, is from above, coming down from the Father of
lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due

Gk brother 4Gk he; other
Gk my beloved brothers

* Gk slave * Gk brothers

ancient authorities read God

1:1 Though James is likely the brother of Jesus, he
presents himself as Jesus’ servant. Jesus redefined “fam-
ily” as “whoever does the will of God” (see Mark 3:33-
35), so James names himself as a loyal member of the
household of God. The identity of James™ audience is
taken from Israel’s history; they are the people of God
—restored yet challenged by life in a world that does
not follow God’s ways.

Life Application Topic
Salvation

What Scripture better exemplifies Wesley's practical-
ity than the Letter of James—or presents a greater rebuke
to the church? In James, faith is a set of speci-fic prac-
tices—engendered in the congregation—that make dis-
ciples walk in a different direction than the world’s way.
In the contemporary church, being a Christian is often
presented as a technique for happiness and prosperity, a
helpful way of getting what we want. In James,
Christians suffer because they follow Jesus—God’s
divine Yes. In much of the church, salvation is something
that you believe or feel. In James, salvation is when you
talk and walk like Jesus. Though Jesus is mentioned only
twice (1:1; 2:1), James exemplifies the communal, con-
gregational, practical consequences when a congregation
dares to obey the One who commanded, “Follow me.”

1:2-27 James names the letter’s major themes: test-
ing, prayer, humility, reversal of one’s status before God
and in the world, speech, and the importance of put-
ting one’s faith into action. 1:2-18 James outlines two
responses to the difficulties of living in the Dispersion:
rejoicing, enduring, and lacking nothing versus doubt-
ing and double-mindedness. For the one, “trials” lead
to maturity (vv. 2-4). For the other, “temptations” lead
to death (vv. 14-15). What makes the difference is the
formation of one’s heart and life around the God of
grace, what James calls “wisdom.” One way of life ari-
ses from “the word of truth” (v. 18), the other from
“one’s own desire” (v. 14). Wesley concluded, “We are
therefore to look for the cause of every sin, in, not out
of ourselves” (Notes, 1:14). 1:19-27 As an antidote to
the growth of the weeds of wickedness, James offers the
powerful, implanted word: the gospel. But the measure
of one’s hospitality to the gospel is found in doing
God’s will daily. Living in a world that does not love
God and follow God’s ways, it is easy to take on its
character rather than the character of God. Hence,
James directs his readers to keep themselves “unstained
by the world”—from its principles, attitudes, and
habits. Wesley writes, “But this cannot be done till we
have given our hearts to God, and love our neighbor
[and particularly those most in need] as ourselves”
(Notes, 1:27).



THE LETTER OF JAMES 1:17-2:6 19

to change./®In fulfillment of his own purpose he gave
us birth by the word of truth, so that we would become
a kind of first fruits of his creatures.

Hearing and Doing the Word

19 You must understand this, my beloved:¢ let
everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to
anger; 2%for your anger does not produce God’s right-
eousness. “'Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness
and rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with
meekness the implanted word that has the power to
save your souls.

22 But be doers of the word, and not merely hear-
ers who deceive themselves. ?’For if any are hearers of
the word and not doers, they are like those who look
at themselves” in a mirror; ?*for they look at them-
selves and, on going away, immediately forget what
they were like. 2But those who look into the perfect
law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hear-
ers who forget but doers who act—they will be blessed
in their doing.

26 If any think they are religious, and do not bridle
their tongues but deceive their hearts, their religion is

worthless. ?’Religion that is pure and undefiled before
God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows in
their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.

Warning against Partiality

My brothers and sisters,’ do you with your acts of

favoritism really believe in our glorious Lord Jesus
Christ¥ ?For if a person with gold rings and in fine
clothes comes into your assembly, and if a poor person
in dirty clothes also comes in, 3and if you take notice of
the one wearing the fine clothes and say, “Have a seat
here, please,” while to the one who is poor you say,
“Stand there,” or, “Sit at my feet,”* “have you not made
distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with
evil thoughts? °Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters.’
Has not God chosen the poor in the world to be rich
in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has

promised to those who love him? ®But you have

7 Other ancient authorities read variation due to a shadow of turning
¢Gk my beloved brothers "Gk at the face of his birth
‘Gk My brothers  J Or hold the faith of our glorious Lord Jesus
Christ without acts of favoritism * Gk Sit under my footstool
' Gk brothers

Life Application Topic
Worship

For us, worship is ecstatic, mystical praise and cele-
bration. In James, worship is what you do inside of
church and out when you do the word.

2:1-26 Favoritism is incompatible with faithfulness.
James condemns shows of favoritism (vv. 1-4); shows
how a Christian value system, propetly calibrated, hon-
ors the poor (vv. 5-13); urges the uselessness of beliefs
that do not express themselves in everyday behaviors
(vv. 14-17); and provides two examples of genuine faith
(vv. 18-26). He emphasizes a faith that changes lives,
especially in practices of hospitality on behalf of those
in need. James grounds his instruction in the faithful-
ness of Jesus Christ (v. 1) and in “the royal law”: “You
shall love your neighbor as yourself” (v. 8; Lev 19:18).

2:1 The phrase “do you with your acts of favoritism
really believe in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ?” is bet-
ter translated “in your acts of favoritism you have no
share in the faithfulness of our glorious Lord Jesus
Christ.” James underscores the ethical implications of
Jesus’ example. The idea of “favoritism” (see Lev 19:15)
refers to prejudging people based on appearances or
status in the world. Favoritism can be wrongly extend-
ed by the lowly to those of high status, but can also

result in the neglect of the lowly as unworthy of care.
2:18-19 James echoes Israel's central confession:
“Hear, O Israel: The LORD is our God, the LORD
alone” (Deut 6:4). The demons confess God’s oneness
and tremble in fear, but James’s audience does nothing
except affirm God. This kind of faith is as useless as
kind words spoken to the naked and hungry (2:15-16).
2:21 When James writes that Abraham “was justi-
fied by works,” he means that, by putting his faith into

4 N

—— Wesleyan Core Term ———

Faith and Works

For many faith and works are two aspects of Christian
living that seem to be in opposition to each other. But
not for Wesley! For him, faith and good works are unit-
ed in God’s love. God expresses God’s love for us in the
life and ministry of Jesus Christ; and we, in turn, express
our response to God’s love through our good deeds, par-
ticularly toward those in need. Wesley identifies God’s
love in action as “works of mercy” and “works of piety.”
Works of piety are personal practices that enrich our per-
sonal Christian journey, while works of mercy are our
systematic practice of loving our neighbour through our
deeds and through our identification with our neighbor.
Faith and works represent the core of the Christian life—
a holistic understanding of life addressing both personal
and social aspects. /




20 THE LETTER OF JAMES 2:6-3:7

dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress
you? Is it not they who drag you into court? “Is it not
they who blaspheme the excellent name that was
invoked over you?

8 You do well if you really fulfill the royal law
according to the scripture, “You shall love your neigh-
bor as yourself.” *But if you show partiality, you com-
mit sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors.
0For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one
point has become accountable for all of it. !'For the one
who said, “You shall not commit adultery,” also said,
“You shall not murder.” Now if you do not commit
adultery but if you murder, you have become a trans-
gressor of the law. 12So speak and so act as those who are
to be judged by the law of liberty. *For judgment will
be without mercy to anyone who has shown no mercy;
mercy triumphs over judgment.

Faith without Works Is Dead

14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters,” if you
say you have faith but do not have works? Can faith
save you? If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily
food, '®and one of you says to them, “Go in peace;
keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not sup-
ply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? "So
faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.

18 But someone will say, “You have faith and I have
works.” Show me your faith apart from your works, and
I by my works will show you my faith. ”You believe
that God is one; you do well. Even the demons
believe—and shudder. 22Do you want to be shown, you
senseless person, that faith apart from works is barren?
2'Was not our ancestor Abraham justified by works

when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? 2?You see that
faith was active along with his works, and faith was
brought to completion by the works. *Thus the scrip-
ture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and
it was reckoned to him as righteousness,” and he was
called the friend of God. 2#You see that a person is jus-
tified by works and not by faith alone. ZLikewise, was
not Ra’hab the prostitute also justified by works when
she welcomed the messengers and sent them out by
another road? %°For just as the body without the spirit
is dead, so faith without works is also dead.

Taming the Tongue

Not many of you should become teachers, my

brothers and sisters,” for you know that we who
teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For all of
us make many mistakes. Anyone who makes no mis-
takes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole
body in check with a bridle. 3If we put bits into the
mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide their
whole bodies. *Or look at ships: though they are so
large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they
are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of
the pilot directs. °So also the tongue is a small member,
yet it boasts of great exploits.

How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! °And
the tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed among our
members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole
body, sets on fire the cycle of nature,” and is itself set
on fire by hell.? "For every species of beast and bird, of

" Gk brothers
Gehenna

" Gk brothers  ° Or wheel of birth  ? Gk

Life Application Topic
Caring for the Poor

Today, we honor the rich as potential patrons of
our church; James says the poor are rich in faith and
heirs of the kingdom (2:5), and the rich are in big
trouble. Where did John Wesley get his scorn for the
rich and his advocacy for the poor? He read James.

A congregation felt called to feed the homeless in
their neighborhood. Someone said, “We're Wesleyans!
We're not to do nice things for the poor. We're to wor-
ship with the poor!” They now have breakfast every
weekday morning and invite everyone around to join
them. Each family in the church brings an honored
“guest” to worship on Sunday, sharing dinner after-
wards. They read James on hospitality.

practice, Abraham was shown to be just or righteous before God.
2:25 As aforeigner and prostitute (Josh 2), Rahab is an unusu-
al example of faithfulness, but James calls attention to her cen-
tral act: extending hospitality to God’s people (Josh 6:17).
3:1-4:12 James develops further his central claim:
our innermost character and commitments (what
Wesley called our “tempers”) are on display in our day-
to-day practices. This is seen especially in our speech
(3:1-10; 4:11-12), but also in whether we produce self-
ish ambition, quarrels, double-mindedness, and pride-
fulness; or peace and humility. The difference is this:
Are we friends with the world or with God (4:4)? 3:1-
10 Why is speech so important? First, speech displays
our attitudes and commitments. Second, with words
relationship are cultivated or destroyed. 3:9 Wesley
observed that, even if “we have now lost this likeness,”
“yet there remains from thence an indelible nobleness,
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reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been
tamed by the human species, 8but no one can tame the
tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly poison. *With it
we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse those
who are made in the likeness of God. '’From the same
mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers and sis-
ters,? this ought not to be so. ''Does a spring pour forth
from the same opening both fresh and brackish water?
12Can a fig tree, my brothers and sisters,” yield olives, or
a grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh.

Two Kinds of Wisdom

13 Who is wise and understanding among you?
Show by your good life that your works are done with
gentleness born of wisdom. “But if you have bitter envy
and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be boastful
and false to the truth. ’Such wisdom does not come
down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish.
16For where there is envy and selfish ambition, there will
also be disorder and wickedness of every kind. "But the
wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle,
willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a
trace of partiality or hypocrisy. '8And a harvest of right-
eousness is sown in peace for’ those who make peace.

Friendship with the World

Those conflicts and disputes among you, where

do they come from? Do they not come from your
cravings that are at war within you? ?You want some-
thing and do not have it; so you commit murder. And
you covet’ something and cannot obtain it; so you
engage in disputes and conflicts. You do not have,
because you do not ask. *You ask and do not receive,
because you ask wrongly, in order to spend what you
get on your pleasures. “Adulterers! Do you not know
that friendship with the world is enmity with God?
Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world
becomes an enemy of God. *Or do you suppose that it
is for nothing that the scripture says, “God* yearns jeal-
ously for the spirit that he has made to dwell in us™?
But he gives all the more grace; therefore it says,

“God opposes the proud,

but gives grace to the humble.”
’Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil,
and he will flee from you. ®Draw near to God, and he

will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners,
and purify your hearts, you double-minded. *Lament
and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned into
mourning and your joy into dejection. '’"Humble your-
selves before the Lord, and he will exalt you.

Warning against Judging Another

11 Do not speak evil against one another, brothers
and sisters.” Whoever speaks evil against another or
judges another, speaks evil against the law and judges
the law; but if you judge the law, you are not a doer of
the law but a judge. *There is one lawgiver and judge
who is able to save and to destroy. So who, then, are
you to judge your neighbor?

Boasting about Tomorrow

13 Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow
we will go to such and such a town and spend a year
there, doing business and making money.” “Yet you do
not even know what tomorrow will bring. What is
your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little
while and then vanishes. ’Instead you ought to say, “If
the Lord wishes, we will live and do this or that.” °As
it is, you boast in your arrogance; all such boasting is
evil. 7Anyone, then, who knows the right thing to do
and fails to do it, commits sin.

Warning to Rich Oppressors

Come now, you rich people, weep and wail for

the miseries that are coming to you. *Your riches
have rotted, and your clothes are moth-eaten. *Your
gold and silver have rusted, and their rust will be evi-
dence against you, and it will eat your flesh like fire.
You have laid up treasure” for the last days. “Listen!
The wages of the laborers who mowed your fields,
which you kept back by fraud, cry out, and the cries of
the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord of
hosts. *You have lived on the earth in luxury and in
pleasure; you have fattened your hearts in a day of
slaughter. ®You have condemned and murdered the
righteous one, who does not resist you.

7Gk My brothers "Gk my brothers *Or by
murder and you covet "Gk He v Gk brothers
eat your flesh, since you have stored up fire

*Or you
“ Or will

which we ought to reverence both in ourselves and oth-
ers” (Notes, 3:9). 4:11-12 Assuming for ourselves the
role of judge over others, we sit in the seat reserved for
God alone and transgress the law by slandering others
(Lev 19:16)—this is nothing less than arrogance at

work. Indeed, arrogance is the source of evil speaking,
4:13-5:20 James encourages a life aligned with the
Lord’s purpose, emphasizing humility (4:13-17), justice
(5:1-6), endurance (5:7-11), and faithful speaking
(5:12-20). 4:13-17 Two views of life (based in humility
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Patience in Suffering

7 Be patient, therefore, beloved,* until the coming of
the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious crop from the
earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and
the late rains. 8You also must be patient. Strengthen your
hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near.” *Beloved,” do
not grumble against one another, so that you may not be
judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! °As an
example of suffering and patience, beloved,* take the
prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. !'Indeed we
call blessed those who showed endurance. You have heard
of the endurance of Job, and you have seen the purpose of
the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful.

12 Above all, my beloved,* do not swear, either by
heaven or by earth or by any other oath, but let your
“Yes” be yes and your “No” be no, so that you may not
fall under condemnation.

The Prayer of Faith

13 Are any among you suffering? They should pray.
Are any cheerful? They should sing songs of praise.

1Are any among you sick? They should call for the eld-
ers of the church and have them pray over them,
anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. "The
prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise
them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be
forgiven. ®Therefore confess your sins to one another,
and pray for one another, so that you may be healed.
The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.
7E-li’jah was a human being like us, and he prayed
fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and
six months it did not rain on the earth. ¥Then he
prayed again, and the heaven gave rain and the earth
yielded its harvest.

19 My brothers and sisters,” if anyone among you
wanders from the truth and is brought back by another,
2you should know that whoever brings back a sinner
from wandering will save the sinner’s’ soul from death
and will cover a multitude of sins.

* Gk brothers YOr is at hand
brothers b Gk his

= Gk Brothers “ Gk My

[v. 10] or in arrogance [v. 16]) give rise to two styles of
speech (with or without reference to God [vv. 13, 15]).

4 N

‘Wesleyan Core Term
Danger of Riches

According to Wesley wealth is dangerous because it
can corrupt and lead to sin. Whatever our level of
income, desiring more than is necessary to sustain our
families and ourselves is morally destructive. Riches lure
us from sharing with those in need and toward exploit-
ing and isolating the poor for selfish financial gain. The
dangers of wealth also harm the rich by leading into a
self-centered lifestyle, a false sense of moral superiority, a
distorted understanding of divine favor, and to the
destruction and negligence of those in need. These traits
are in absolute opposition to God’s character and God’s
expectations of God’s people. When blessed with more

\than what we need, the excess should be shared. /

5:1-6 The wealthy are warned about false security and
against such acts of violence as withholding wages (see Lev
19:13). The wealthy may think of themselves as powerful,
but must reckon with the all-powerful “Lord of hosts” (see,
for example, Zech 7). 5:7-11 James reminds the oppressed
who “the Lord” is (4:15; 5:4) and calls for action appro-
priate to God’s character and purpose. Hence, rather than
taking matters into their own hands, they are called to
courageous perseverance in the face of opposition. James
counsels against taking on the role of the Lord as judge,
against turning against others in the church, and against all

forms of violence. Instead, Christians are to put their faith
into action, practicing hospitality and care for one anoth-
er. 5:12-20 Moreover, followers of Jesus are to be known
for the truthfulness of their speech (v. 12), the conviction
of their praying (vv. 13-18), and their recovery of those
who wander (vv. 19-20).

4 ———— Wesleyan Core Term ——— )
Visiting the Sick

For John Wesley practicing one’s faith was more
than just doing good deeds, and there is no stronger
illustration of this than visiting the sick. When visiting
the sick, the Christian has an opportunity to identify
with those in need, just as Christ identified with “the
least of these.” In Sermon 98, “On Visiting the Sick,”
Wesley admonishes us to visit both the good and bad
because God’s grace seeks all persons. Visiting the sick
becomes a means through which we partake of God’s
gift of healing ministry. Visiting the sick overcomes the
isolation often experienced by the sick in our culture.
The sick, the suffering, and the poor are brought into a
grace-filled relationship. Those who visit become

Christ-bearers who grow in charity and compassion.
\_ g ty P J

5:13-18 James highlights the integrity of the rela-
tionships of those among and for whom prayers are
offered (vv. 15-16). The focus is not on how to pray but
on ro whom we pray. What might we expect of a Lord
who is “compassionate and merciful” (v. 11)?
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